
Question 1 - My Background: 
 

I grew up in Red Wing, Minnesota.  My father was a farmer, and my mom was a teacher.  After 
graduating from high school, I attended St. Cloud State University.  While there I earned my B.S. in Social 
Studies Education.  I later earned my M.S in Special Education at Augsburg University. 

I am entering my 11th year of teaching in the Stewartville Public Schools as a High School Special 
Education teacher.  I have also coached football, basketball, and track, in addition to being a member of the 
Faculty Leadership Team (FLT) and Professional Learning Community (PLC) facilitator.  

I have been married to my beautiful wife Heidi for 13 years, and together we have three children ages 
7, 4, and 1.  During my freetime I enjoy spending time with my family, being outdoors, and cheering on the 
local sports teams.  

 
 
Question 2 - Why I want to be a Council Member: 
 

I want to be a member of the City Council for the same reason I became a teacher, I want to be a part 
of something bigger than myself.  I also believe it is the most impactful level of government on a daily basis.  I 
am totally invested in this community, I live & work here, and want to see it continue to prosper.  I believe in the 
motto, “The Future is Bright”, we have a lot of untapped potential in our community due to our location, our 
resources, and our current businesses.  Change is coming to Stewartville, and I want to have a hand in making 
sure we manage it the right way. 
 
Question 3 - My Qualifications: 
 

I would bring a unique perspective to the City Council as a teacher.  I work with students & parents on a 
daily basis, and would bring that knowledge to this position.  I also would bring a long-term perspective to the 
City Council, with the intention of focusing on planning for the next 15-20 years, rather than rush into a bad 
situation for a short-term gain. 

I want to hear all sides & perspectives before making a final decision.  I am willing to compromise if I 
believe it is for the greater good of Stewartville.  I am also going to learn whatever is needed to make an 
informed decision so I can base my vote on accurate information. 
 
Question 4 - Issues & Challenges facing Stewartville: 
 

The biggest issue for Stewartville will be our growth both in population & economically.  Our location to 
Rochester & the Destination Medical Center is going to increase our population, and allow us to bring in 
additional businesses.  Our challenge will be to maintain the small town feel that many of the residents believe 
is important, and to manage our growth the right way. 

We need to beautify our downtown by bringing back the historic charm, and creating a more cohesive 
city center.  I would also like the city to continue to improve our parks, trails, and green spaces. 
 
Question 5 - Crime & Safety: 
 

We would need to begin the research phase as soon as possible in regards to forming our own police 
force.  Long term, we need to look at what other cities similar in size to us are doing.  We also would need to 
look into finding & identifying funding sources for the staff, equipment, training, & building that would be 
required in having our own police force. 
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In the short term we need to educate our citizens to protect themselves from crime, and continue to 
work with the county regarding local law enforcement.  One option may be to develop a “satellite” station in 
Stewartville, where we would have 2-3 Sheriff deputies report directly here, rather than reporting to the 
Government Center in Rochester.  This would allow them to develop relationships with the residents & 
business owners, and increase their response times to incidents in Stewartville. 
 
Question 6 - Sidewalks: 
 

This is another safety issue.  I would definitely support a resolution in new developments that would 
require sidewalks.  Regarding street projects, there would need to be a reason for the sidewalk to be built.  If 
the street was connected to a park and/or school, there should be sidewalks included in order to provide a safe 
space for pedestrians & motorists.  Another option would be to include bike lanes on the street.  This would 
allow the city to improve the street utilizing the existing layout, and reduce the amount of property loss for 
homeowners.  A similar set up like this is in front of the high school/middle school. 
 
Question 7 - Incentives for Growth: 
 

This would be a two-pronged approach to improve growth both commercially & residentially.  Tax 
incentives have been utilized effectively in the past, and should continue to be used.  The city also needs to 
continue to improve its infrastructure (roads, parks, utilities, etc.) in order to attract new business & encourage 
expansion.  The city could also benefit from streamlining the processes in place, or creating new ones, to 
attract residential developers.  Providing technical assistance, or creating an informational “How To” guide 
would let potential developers know the process for coming to Stewartville.  

We also need to invest in clean/renewable energy sources.  Keeping our environment pollution free will 
be attractive to both business owners & potential residents.  The city could also encourage local business 
patronage by organizing a resident discount, or extending hours one night a week. 
 
Question 8 - Change I want to see: 
 

The one area I would like to see improved in Stewartville is our downtown.  We need to create cohesion 
in the downtown, and I would like to see more “brick & mortar” to unify the area.  Encouraging businesses to 
participate in the facade program will be a great start.  Continuing to maintain the light post decorations & 
flower baskets will also help, but we could also plant trees or encourage local artists to create artwork that will 
help beautify the downtown area. 
 
Question 9 - My Goal: 
 

My goal if I am elected is to build community consensus while working with other local entities (Olmsted 
County, Stewartville Public Schools, State of MN, etc.) in order to move forward in the same direction. 
Continuing to enhance Stewartville by updating infrastructure, parks, & trails will also be a priority.  Another 
priority will be increasing business & housing options at all levels.  
 
Question 10 - Why Stewartville is Great: 
 

Stewartville has a great sense of community, that is one of the many reasons my wife & I moved here 
six years ago.  The community supports the school district, which continues to grow.  If you show up late to the 
football game on Friday night, or the volleyball game, it is tough to find a seat.  That is awesome!  Stewartville 



also supports its citizens.  There always seems to be a pancake breakfast or spaghetti dinner to support 
someone who is sick or been in an accident. 

We also have local & global access.  If we head east on I-90 we will end up in Boston, if we go west we 
will end up in Seattle.  We are minutes away from the world renowned Mayo Clinic.  We can fly anywhere in 
the world out of the Rochester International Airport.  

There is a tremendous amount of potential in our city, and I want to play a role in helping Stewartville 
reach its full potential. 


